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NB. THIS BIOGRAPHY IS TAKEN FROM A LIVE EXAMPLE ALTHOUGH ALL 
NAMES HAVE BEEN CHANGED TO PROTECT THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF THE 
CLIENT. IN A “REAL” EXAMPLE THERE WOULD BE COPIES OF THE ACTUAL 

CENSUS, AND ALSO POSSIBLY PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE FAMILY IF SUPPLIED 
BY THE CLIENT. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

This Biography will supply a background to the Turner family.  Apart from the family 
tree information itself, the document will attempt to give a flavour of the life and 
lifestyles that your ancestors lived.  Extensive use is made of the census returns and 
other official documentation made available for research purposes.  In addition, 
commentary is added in relation to providing a background of the areas your 
ancestors lived in. 

The biography itself focuses on tracing the paternal line of John Turner and will follow 
the male Turner line back through several generations. 

 

RESOURCES UTILISED 

Numerous sources of information have been consulted during this research. Some of 
the key areas and databases that have been researched in the compilation of this 
family genealogy project include: 

Census records – Census records for every decade between 1841 and 1911 have 
been utilised to search for your ancestors. The questions asked from census to 
census did vary from year to year, but you can generally find information like 
confirmation of names, names of other household members, ages, birthplaces, 
residence and occupation and even details of specific relationships (apart from 
1841).  These census records are great for placing your ancestors to particular 
locations and addresses at the time of each census.  As with any hand written 
document the accuracy of data can be subject to the census enumerator’s 
interpretation of what he or she is told.  

IGI records – The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (often referred to as 
LDS) has made the International Genealogical Index (IGI) available for searching.  
The searching mechanism can be convoluted, but can be useful for tracking 
particular individuals or events. 

Pallots Marriage Index for England – Contains information extracted from marriage 
records from selected various counties in England & Wales.  The records can date 
anywhere between 1538 and 1940 

England & Wales BMD Indexes – These indexes can be extremely useful for 
validating specific Birth, Marriage or Death events.  Marriage records can often be 
identified to the level of naming specific churches within the area.  The information 
obtained from BMD indexes is often a starting point leading to more detailed 
examination. The BMD indexes are compiled each quarter so Q1 covers registration 
in January, February, March; Q2 covers April, May, June and so on. 
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Online Parish Clerks – Transcribed records from across various counties relating to 
births, marriages and deaths.  The quality of information obtained from these records 
tends to be variable.  

Specific BMD Certificates: - The information obtained from Birth, Marriage and Death 
certificates can be invaluable and enhance and confirm information found in the 
sources mentioned above. 

For the purposes of this project 7 certificates have been purchased, at the client’s 
request. In addition a few certificates/register entries have been obtained via online 
research and these are supplied where applicable. 

ACCURACY OF SOURCE DATA 

Source data referred to during genealogical research is often inaccurate and 
sometimes lateral thinking is required! There can be many reasons for this: 
 
Names 
Take names for example.  
In this day and age we all know how to spell our name and learn this from an early 
age. However in the past, literacy levels were very different, people knew their name 
but not necessarily how to spell it. And as most people couldn’t read or write this was 
probably irrelevant anyway. So at times of registering births, marriages or deaths, the 
names would be recorded how the registrar or priest/vicar thought they should be 
spelt. Added to this is the regional accent and pronunciation and taking all this into 
account, it’s not surprising that records can have names spelt in many different ways! 
 
Christian names were often recorded differently too – as well as spelling problems 
mentioned above, there was also the case of people recording themselves with 
abbreviations, pet names etc. So for ‘Elizabeth’ you might need to look for Eliza, 
Beth, Betty, Bertha, Lizzie and so it goes on and on! 
 
Ages 
Ages were another area that can be recorded inaccurately and there can be a 
number of reasons for this. 
 
When marrying you needed consent if you were under 21 – so people often said they 
were 21 (or ‘of full age’ as it was called) so they didn’t need their parents’ permission.  
 
It seems astounding today but people often did not know their age or birthday. There 
was no money to celebrate or mark the occasion; people didn’t have calendars like 
they do today, so often people simply didn’t know their exact birth details as it wasn’t 
particularly relevant to their lives. 
 
Subsequently people often quoted incorrect ages on official records such as the 
census – they knew roughly how old they were but may not know exactly. 
But also, people gave wrong ages for all sorts of reasons: 
 
If they had very young children working they may exaggerate their ages to make it 
look like they were old enough to work rather than be at school 
 
If they were getting on in years (but still needed a job) they may say they were 
younger than they were to appear young enough to be employed. 
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In old age, they may add a few years on (either because they can’t remember or 
because they are a bit of a local celebrity being the oldest person in town – not much 
different from today!) The average life expectancy age in 1900 was 47 so if you lived 
to an ‘old age’ of 60 you may well add a year or two on! 
 
Census Accuracy 
When the census was taken every 10 years, the people who would travel from house 
to house were called enumerators. Just as the literacy levels of the general public 
increased as the 19th century progressed, so then is the case for the enumerators. 
When the first census of 1841 was recorded, virtually anyone who could hold a pen 
was sent out to take the census. Consequently the accuracy of spelling is totally at 
the mercy of the individual enumerator.  This applies throughout all the censuses – 
the information is only as accurate as the enumerator has written it down. This can 
also be seen in place names as well – errors in both spelling and location of place 
names is common. (Birthplaces are a mandatory field on the census). Unless the 
enumerator was familiar with the geography of a particular area, he would guess the 
spelling of the place name and the county it was in. 

 

So where register transcriptions have been included, they are provided “as seen”. 
The remit of transcribers in digitalisation projects is to note down exactly as seen in 
the original register, and so a number of errors are often spotted which is not 
surprising when the combination of literacy levels plus the human error factor is 
combined. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Turner Family History 

6 of 50 

TURNER FAMILY 

Facts & Figures 

The research set out below shows your Turner family to be a typical St Helens family. 
Your Turner ancestors will be shown to have undertaken the traditional occupations 
of the area – originally mining, and later glass making, so synonymous with the area. 

The family lived around the areas of Parr and Windle; these are townships within St 
Helens as described in the 19th century description of the town below: 

 

John Marius Wilson, Imperial Gazetteer of England and Wales (1870-72) 

SAINT HELENS, a town, a parochial chapelry, and a sub-district in Prescot parish 
and district, Lancashire. The town stands on Sankey brook, the Sankey canal, and 
the St. Helens railway, 3 miles NE by E of Prescot, and 12 ENE of Liverpool; and 
comprises parts of the townships of Eccleston, Windle, and Parr. It was, not long 
ago, a small village; but it has rapidly risen to populousness and importance through 
manufacturing and mining operations in and around it, through plentiful supply of 
excellent coal, and through proximity to Liverpool and the facility of canal and railway 
communication. It covers much ground; was, for a time, very irregularly built; includes 
an open square market place in its centre; contains a great number of new streets; 
and has undergone considerable improvements. The town hall, fronting the market 
place, was built in 1839; is in the Italian style, with a Corinthian portico; and contains 
a lock-up, a news room, and a large hall for courts, concerts, balls, and public 
meetings. The market house, near the townhall, is a large new brick edifice. St. 
Mary's church is an old and very spacious brick building, with a tower. Holy-Trinity 
church, at Parr-Mount, was built on a cruciform plan in 1839, and is in the pointed 
style. St. Thomas' church, in Westfield-street, was erected at a cost of about £9, 000, 
at the expense of the late Peter Greenall, Esq.; is a handsome edifice in the pointed 
style; and consists of nave and transepts, with porch and tower. The Roman Catholic 
chapel was built in 1862; and is a beautiful cruciform edifice, of Rainford stone, with 
red sandstone dressings. There are chapels for Independents, Wesleyans, and 
Primitive Methodists; a public library; a mechanics' institution; three national schools 
for boys and three for girls; and charities £126. The county lunatic asylum here, is 
within Sutton township, and, at the census of 1861, had 704 inmates. The town has a 
head post office, a railway station with telegraph, two banking offices, and four chief 
inns; is governed by a mayor, aldermen, and town council; is a seat of petty 
sessions, and a county court; and publishes three weekly newspapers. A weekly 
market is held on Saturday; and fairs are held on the Monday and Tuesday after 
Easter week, and on the Friday and Saturday after 8 Sept. A very celebrated 
manufacture of crown, sheet, and plate glass, said to be the greatest in the world, is 
carried on. There are also manufactures of flint glass, glass bottles, and watch 
movements; several very extensive chemical works; oil and grease works; copper 
works; iron and brass foundries; a brewery; and coarse earthenware potteries. A 
considerable trade in coal likewise is carried on from neighbouring collieries. Pop. of 
the town, in 1851, 14,866; in 1861, 18,396. Houses, 3,146. The chapelry is more 
extensive than the town, and was constituted in 1852. Pop. in 1861, 20,176. Houses, 
3,577. The living is a vicarage in the diocese of Chester. Value, £500.* Patrons, 
Trustees. Holy Trinity and St. Thomas also are vicarages. Value of the former, £300; 
* of the latter, £300.* Patron of H. T., the Vicar of St. Helens; of St. T., Trustees. The 
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sub-district contains the townships of Windle, Parr, and Sutton, and part of the 
township of Eccleston. Pop. in 1851, 25,020; in 1861, 37,961. Houses, 6,539. 

 

Whilst Windle can still be found on a present day map; Parr is no longer classed as a 
township in its own right, having been swallowed up within the St Helens boundaries. 
It was situated on the eastern side of the town. 

There are a number of old maps of Saint Helens through the ages available on the 
following website: http://www.sthelens-connect.net/zconnect/oldmaps.php which you 
may wish to refer to. 

 

The map below shows the Turner surname distribution as taken from the 1891 
census. As you can see the surname itself is shown to be most common in 
Lancashire (with 15% - 11778 of 76708) and Yorkshire (13% - 9633 of 76708) 

 

 

And so we begin the story of your family with William Turner, the GGGG grandfather 
of John Turner, who was born in Leigh, Lancashire around 1795.

http://www.sthelens-connect.net/zconnect/oldmaps.php
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William Turner (c.1795 -1872) 

Your oldest traced ancestor is William Turner. We know from later records that he 
was born about 1795 in Leigh (a town near Wigan and about 11 miles from St 
Helens). 

It is difficult to be absolutely sure of his parentage as there are a few possible 
matches in the Leigh baptism registers: 

 There is William baptised in 1792 in the Catholic church of St Joseph’s, Leigh 
to parents Thomas and Ginny. (there is no reason to believe he was Catholic) 

 There is a William baptised in 1794 at St Mary the Virgin, Leigh who is the 
illegitimate son of Esther Turner 

 And there is a William baptised in 1797 at St Mary the Virgin, Leigh to parents 
John and Jane. 

And so the first confirmed we record we have of William is his marriage in 1818 to 
Alice Lawson. 

Marriage: 7 Dec 1818 St Wilfrid, Farnworth near Prescot, Lancashire, England 

William Turner - (X), Collier of this Parish  

Alice Lawson - (X), Spinster of this Parish  

Witness: Joseph Anderes; Peter Shaw 

Married by Banns by: William Thompson - Minister 

Register: Marriages 1813 - 1824, Page 95, Entry 285 
 

The ‘x’ in the transcription signifies that they signed the register with a cross 

St Wilfrid, Farnworth 
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St Wilfrid’s church (now St Luke's), is a parish church in Farnworth, which was once 
a separate village but which is now part of the town of Widnes, Cheshire, England. 
The church dates back to the 12th century and it contains a number of items of 
historical interest, in particular hatchments and memorials. It has been designated by 
English Heritage as a Grade II* listed building, and is an active Anglican parish 
church in the diocese of Liverpool. 

The records we will see shortly show that William’s wife Alice was from Orrell, 
Lancashire and they lived in Parr, Saint Helens. All of these places are shown on the 
map below: 

A – Orrell 

B – Farnworth 

C – Leigh 

D – St Helens 

 

The marriage entry shows us that William was a collier and both his home town of 
Leigh and also the place he settled had significant coalfields. This map below shows 
the belt of coalfields that were in operation around the region: 
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(The finer detail of these coalfield maps can be viewed in more depth at website 
www.cmhrc.co.uk) 

Note - The website mentioned above also has a database of people injured and killed 
in mining accidents. There are several men named Turner from the St Helens area 
who appear in the database. At this stage it’s not been confirmed that any of them 
are your ancestors but as a minimum they may be distant relatives. Even if none of 
the names are related to your family, it still provides an interesting insight into the 
sheer danger of mining in the 19th century, but also indicates yet again that Turner 
was quite a common name in the area.  

 

William and Alice went on to have several children who were baptised at St. Mary’s 
church St Helens (which is now named St Helen’s in St Helens!): 

The Church of St Helen, originally a chapelry in the parish of Prescot, located in 
Market street of what was once called Hardshaw and is now known as the town of St 
Helens. The original church was known as St Elyn's Chapel. 

By 1815, this structure had become too small and the building was extended. 
Following which, it was rededicated to St Mary. In 1852, the church became a parish 
in its own right and was no longer a chapelry in the parish of Prescot. 

The church was destroyed by fire in 1916. It was rebuilt in 1926 and at that time 
dedicated to St Helen. 

With the exception of a few early records for St Elyn's chapel, the records available 
for this church indicate the former dedication to St Mary. 

 

http://www.cmhrc.co.uk/
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Baptisms: 28 Mar 1819 St Mary (now St Helen), St Helens, Lancashire, England 

Jane Turner - Daughter of William Turner & Alice 

Abode: Parr 

Occupation: Collier 

Baptised by: T. Pigot 

Register: Baptisms 1813 - 1824 from the Bishop's Transcripts, Page [160], Entry 1278 

 

Baptisms: 25 Mar 1821 St Mary (now St Helen), St Helens, Lancashire, England 

John Turner - Son of William Turner & Alice 

Abode: Parr 

Occupation: Collier 

Baptised by: T. Pigot 

Register: Baptisms 1813 - 1824 from the Bishop's Transcripts, Page [212], Entry 1691 

 

Baptisms: 23 Mar 1823 St Mary (now St Helen), St Helens, Lancashire, England 

William Turner - Son of William Turner & Alice 

Abode: Hardshaw 

Occupation: Collier 

Baptised by: T. Pigot 

Register: Baptisms 1813 - 1824 from the Bishop's Transcripts, Page [263], Entry 2100 

 

Baptisms: 12 Dec 1824 St Mary (now St Helen), St Helens, Lancashire, England 

Helen Turner - Daughter of William Turner & Alice 

Abode: Hardshaw 

Occupation: Collier 

Baptised by: T. Pigot 

Register: Baptisms 1824 - 1833 from the Bishop's Transcripts, Page [8], Entry 62 

 

Baptisms: 19 Mar 1826 St Mary (now St Helen), St Helens, Lancashire, England 

John Turner - Son of William Turner & Alice 

Abode: Hardshaw 

Occupation: Collier 

Baptised by: T. Pigot 

Register: Baptisms 1824 - 1833 from the Bishop's Transcripts, Page [49], Entry 387 

Source: LDS Film 1469036 

Baptisms: 8 Jun 1828 St Mary (now St Helen), St Helens, Lancashire, England 

Ellen Turner - Daughter of William Turner & Alice 

Abode: St Helens 

Occupation: Collier 

Baptised by: T. Pigot 

Register: Baptisms 1824 - 1833 from the Bishop's Transcripts, Page [122], Entry 970 

Source: LDS Film 1469036 
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Baptisms: 18 Jul 1830 St Mary (now St Helen), St Helens, Lancashire, England 

Mary Turner - Daughter of William Turner & Alice 

Abode: St Helens 

Occupation: Collier 

Baptised by: T. Pigot 

Register: Baptisms 1824 - 1833 from the Bishop's Transcripts, Page [189], Entry 1507 

Source: LDS Film 1469036 

Baptisms: 12 Aug 1832 St Mary (now St Helen), St Helens, Lancashire, England 

Ann Turner - Daughter of William Turner & Alice 

Abode: Parr 

Occupation: Collier 

Baptised by: T. Pigot 

Register: Baptisms 1824 - 1833 from the Bishop's Transcripts, Page [255], Entry 2039 

Source: LDS Film 1469036 

Baptisms: 22 Feb 1835 St Mary (now St Helen), St Helens, Lancashire, England 

Elizabeth Turner - Daughter of William Turner & Alice 

Abode: Parr 

Occupation: Collier 

Baptised by: W. Bawdwen 

Register: Baptisms 1833 - 1841 from the Bishop's Transcripts, Page [49], Entry 390 

Source: LDS Film 1469036 

Baptisms: 16 Apr 1837 St Mary (now St Helen), St Helens, Lancashire, England 

Robert Turner - Son of William Turner & Alice 

Abode: Parr 

Occupation: Collier 

Baptised by: W. Bawdwen 

Register: Baptisms 1833 - 1841 from the Bishop's Transcripts, Page [138], Entry 1102 

 

Baptisms: 29 Jul 1839 St Mary (now St Helen), St Helens, Lancashire, England 

James Turner - Son of William Turner & Alice 

Abode: Parr 

Occupation: Collier 

Baptised by: J. H. Macguire 

Register: Baptisms 1833 - 1841 from the Bishop's Transcripts, Page [236], Entry 1882 

 

Given that we can see that the couple named their first two children John and Jane, 
we might make an assumption that William himself was born to parents of this name 
– this was one of the possible options given earlier – but this is mere speculation. 

 

What we do discover from the church records is that not all of the couple’s eleven 
children survived, and the following burials were also found in the records: 
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Burial: 23 Apr 1824 St Mary (now St Helen), St Helens, Lancashire, England 
John Turner -  
Age: 3 
Abode: Hardshaw 
Buried by: T. Pigot 
Register: Burials 1813 - 1836 from the Bishop's Transcripts, Page [103], Entry 822 

 

Burial: 6 Apr 1825 St Mary (now St Helen), St Helens, Lancashire, England 
Ellen Turner -  
Age: 5 months 
Abode: Hardshaw 
Buried by: Thomas Pigot 
Register: Burials 1813 - 1836 from the Bishop's Transcripts, Page [112], Entry 896 

 

It should be pointed out however that there are many burials in the name of Turner in 
the register of St Helen’s (formerly St Mary’s) so it is difficult to be 100% sure that the 
above are definitely your ancestors. But similarly it is also difficult to be sure that 
some of the others in the register don’t belong to your family either. 

When the first census was taken in 1841, William and Alice are living with their family 
at Bromilows Buildings, Sutton, St Helens. 

 

 

Name Age Occupation Born in 
county? 

William Turner 40 Coal miner Y 

Alice Turner 40  Y 
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Jane Turner 20  Y 

William Turner 18 Labourer Y 

John Turner 15  Y 

Ellen Turner 13  Y 

Mary Turner 10  Y 

Ann Turner 8  Y 

Elizabeth Turner 5  Y 

Robert Turner 4  Y 

James Turner 1  Y 

 
William Bromilow was one of the founders of Bromilow, Foster & Co. Ltd., which 
owned several collieries in the St. Helens district.  James Bromilow was the second 
son of William and he established the St. Helens Crown Glass Company in 1826, 
along with Peter Greenall of the brewery family and the latter's brother-in-law, William 
Pilkington. 
 
So we can’t know for sure but it seems plausible that the Bromilow family were the 
Turner’s landlords at least; and they probably worked in a Bromilow colliery. On this 
1841 census, Bromilow Buildings housed around 250 people (40 to 50 families), 
most of whom were coal miners. 

The 1841 census only gave basic details, including rounding down of adult ages to 
nearest five years, and so by 1851 we learn slightly more accurate information 
regarding the family. 

On the 1851 census William and Alice are living at Fleet Lane, Parr with two of their 
children. William’s age is given as 52 and Alice as 53, and we see their birth places 
of Leigh and Orrell quoted for the first time. 

 Name Relation Condition Age Occupation Birthplace 

William Turner Head Married 52 Beer seller & 
coal miner 

Leigh 

Alice Turner Wife “ 53  Orrell 

Mary Turner Dau U 20 Domestic 
servant 

Windle 

James Turner Son  12 Coal carter Parr 
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William is still working as a coal miner but now we see that he has also stated that he 
is a beer seller. 

It is difficult to know from this information alone whether William was actually 
running/living in a public house, or whether he was selling beer from his home. A 
beer house could be set up in any private house by simply placing a sign outside: 

The Government of the 1820s and 1830s were keen to promote beer drinking instead 

of spirits, especially gin. Widespread drunkenness through gin consumption was 

believed to be detrimental to the working class, and had led to the rise of the 

Temperance Society which campaigned for closure of the 'gin shops'. The former 

drink of the working man beer, was taxed which meant the cost of beer could be 

prohibitive to the working classes despite that fact that beer was safer to drink than 

water. Water at this time was untreated and dangerous to drink. 

The Beer house Act (1 Will. IV, c.64 1830) was introduced by the Duke of 

Wellington's Tory government. It abolished the beer tax, extended the opening hours 

of licensed public houses, taverns and alehouses to 18 hours a day. Previously it was 

15 hours. These were subject to the control of the local justices, and licensing was 

required. 

The Act also introduced the Beer house, premises which could sell only beer. The 

opening hours could be from 4am to 10pm. For a small fee of 2 guineas payable to the 

local excise officer, anyone could brew and sell beer. The excise licence would state 

whether the beer could be drunk on or off the premises. Supervision of these 

establishments by local justices was severely curtailed which led to many local 

complaints by magistrates and local gentry keen to control the working classes in their 

area. 

Within a few months over 24000 beer house excise licenses were granted. The beer 

houses provided not only beer, but food, games and some even lodging. Beer houses 

were also known by the name ''small beer' or 'Tom and Jerry' shops. In villages and 

towns many shopkeepers opened their own beer house and sold beer alongside their 

shop wares. Beer would be brewed on the premises or purchased from brewers. 

Many beer houses became the haunt of criminals, prostitutes and some even became 

brothels. Concern over law and order resulted in the excise fee being raised to 3 

guineas and property qualifications introduced. But it was not until 1869 that a change 

in the law brought licensing of the beer houses back under the control of the local 

justices. Many then closed, or changed to fully licensed public houses. 

Alternatively, if William was running a pub, then the OS map from the time does show 

a public house on Fleet Lane: 
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This becomes clearer by the next census and in 1861 William and Alice, who are 

now in their sixties, are living at The White Lion on Fleet Lane (the White Lion existed 

at 151 Fleet Lane until 1913) 

William was widowed in 1870 and when the census was taken the following year he 
is shown as living with his daughter Ann and her family. Ann is married to William 
Lawrence who is from Liverpool and he is listed as a “cooper and beer house 
keeper”. Ann and William have eight children and they are all living together at the 
White Lion pub, so it would seem William’s daughter and son in law took over the 
running of his pub when he stepped down. William is now 73 and listed as a “former 
beer house seller”. 

It seems likely that William died in 1872. There are a couple of death registrations in 
Prescot which could belong to William – one in Q1 1972 aged 71 and another in Q3 
1872 aged 75.  

 

John Turner (1826) 

Earlier we saw John living with his parents on the 1841 census. In 1847 he married 
at All Saints church, Rainford. 

The present Rainford All Saints dates from 1878 (after John married there) although 
it replaced an earlier simpler one dating back to the mid-16th century: 

Marriage: 31 Jan 1847 All Saints, Rainford, Lancashire, England 

John Turner - (X), Full Miner Bachelor of Parr  

Elizabeth Roughley - (X), Full Spinster of Parr  
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Groom's Father: William Turner, Miner 

Bride's Father: Henry Roughley, Miner 

Witness: John Halsall, (X); Ellen Turner, (X) 

Married by Banns by: Thomas J. Rawson Off. Min. 

Register: Marriages 1837 - 1848, Page 218, Entry 436 

Source: LDS Film 1657567 

John’s bride, Elizabeth Roughley, was the daughter of Henry and Elizabeth Roughley 
and she was baptised in 1826: 

Baptisms: 23 May 1826 St Mary (now St Helen), St Helens, Lancashire, England 

Elizabeth Roughley - Daughter of Henry Roughley & Elizabeth 

Abode: Parr 

Occupation: Collier 

Baptised by: T. Pigot 

Register: Baptisms 1824 - 1833 from the Bishop's Transcripts, Page [55], Entry 438 

 

Elizabeth’s parents - Henry and Elizabeth married in 1809: 

Marriage: 4 Dec 1809 St Mary the Virgin, Prescot, Lancashire, England 

Henry Roughley - (X), Collier bachelor of Windle  

Elizabeth Turner - (X), spinster of Windle  

Witness: William Rhoden, (X); Elizabeth Rhoden, (X) 

Married by Banns by: John Kirby - Minister 

Register: Marriages 1788 - 1812, Page 152, Entry 912 

 

We can see that bride Elizabeth was originally named Turner – this has not been 
researched further so we can’t say at this point whether she is a relative, or whether 
it is just a coincidence, given there are many Turner families living in the area. 

 

And so returning to John Turner and his bride Elizabeth; they married in 1847 and so 
by 1851 they had settled into their own home and are living in Parr with two sons and 
a lodger. 

This census shows a typical problem encountered with accuracy. We know that son 
William was only baptised a few months earlier and so his age should be 3 months 
rather than 3 years. 

By 1861 John is well and truly following in his father’s footsteps and running a beer 
house as well as continuing to be a collier. The establishment is on Parr Street and 
looks like “Hart in Hand” but internet searches have so far not managed to find an old 
pub of that name 
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 Name Relation Condition Age Occupation Birthplace 

John Turner Head Married 35 Beer seller & 
coal miner 

Saint 
Helens 

Elizabeth Turner Wife “ 35  Parr 

Robert Turner Son  12 Labourer at 
colliery 

“ 

William Turner Son  10 “ “ 

John Turner Son  8  “ 

Margaret Anders Servant  13 Servant Sutton 

 

As the census shows us, the two oldest children are only aged 12 and 10 but are 
already working as labourers at the local pit. 

13 year old Margaret Anders could be a relative – the name Anders came up before 
when John Anders was witness at the wedding of William Turner and Alice Lawson. 
No doubt her role as servant actually means helping out in the pub. 

John didn’t continue in the line of either colliery or pub work and by 1871 he is 
working as a labourer. At home with him and Elizabeth are sons William 20 who is a 
coal miner and son John aged 18 who does not have an occupation. However the 
census does note that John is “crippled from birth” which presumably explains why. 

In 1881 John is working as a labourer at a smelting works and he and Elizabeth are 
both aged 56 by this time. Their son John is still at home with them aged 28. 

The family don’t appear on the 1891 census and so it seems likely that they have 
died in the decade between 1881 and 1891. There are however several deaths in the 
names of John and Elizabeth Turner, so it is difficult to confirm. There is also a death 
of a John Turner aged 36 in 1889 which could well be their “crippled” son John. 
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William Turner (1851)  

As we saw above, William was the middle child born to John and Elizabeth Turner. 

He was baptised on the 26th January 1851 at St. Peter’s church, Parr 

 

As we also saw earlier, he was working down the pit at a very young age and was 
still at home as a 20 year old in 1871. 

A year later he married Mary Kay on Christmas Day 1872 at the Holy Trinity church, 
Parr. His abode was given as “Pocket Nook” and Mary lived at “Parr Mount”. Given 
that William was working down the pit from a young age, it’s perhaps unsurprising 
that he didn’t sign his name and only marked with a X. 

Holy Trinity C of E church, Parr Mount: 
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By 1881 William and Mary are living at 6 Bolton Street, Parr and have five children by 
this point: 

 Name Relation Condition Age Occupation Birthplace 

William Turner Head Married 30 coal miner Parr 

Mary Turner Wife “ 29  Windle 

John Turner Son  7 scholar Parr 

Henry Turner Son  6 “ Windle 

William Turner Son  4  “ 

Mary Turner Dau  2  “ 

Robert Turner Son  1  “ 

 

By 1891 the family have moved to Park Road. All the children are still at home and 
sons John, Henry and William are now all listed as labourers aged 17, 16 and 14 
respectively. 

The family has grown by the addition of four more children: James 9, Richard 7, 
Phoebe A. 2, and Minnie aged 1. 

By 1901 the family have moved house again and are now living at 1 Graham Street. 
All of the streets where they lived were all in close proximity to each other and are 
shown here on a modern day map: 
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As we can see from the 1901 census William is no longer working at the colliery and 
is now working as a carter. Of the three sons of working age, two of them are working 
in the sheet glass works and only one son, Robert, is a coal hewer (a hewer is a  
worker who actually uses a pick to remove the coal from the seam).  

Mary died at some point after 1901 and by 1911 William is living with his daughter 
Phoebe (now named Phoebe Topping) at 42 Church Road Haydock. 

For reason already described regarding the common name, it is difficult to confirm 
when William died. 

William’s youngest daughter Minnie is also living nearby in Haydock. Her older 
brother William has moved with his family over to Haydock where he is working as a 
miner. She is living with him and his family and she is working as a pit brow lass.  

Photograph of pit brow lasses taken in nearby Wigan 

 

'Pit Brow Lasses' were employed on a variety of tasks at the pit head. Some emptied 
the coal tubs or loaded the waiting railway wagons or barges. Others screened the 
coal that came up from the face, breaking up the larger pieces and removing stone 
and other impurities. Many accounts suggest that these girls were much fitter and 
healthier than mill-girls, as they worked outdoors or in an open-sided shed, and got a 
lot of physical exercise. The job certainly required both strength and stamina, as a 
fully-laden coal truck could weigh 7 or 8 cwt (about 400-450 kg), and the girls working 
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on the screens frequently had to break up large lumps of coal or remove pieces of 
stone weighing 20lb or more. The nature of the work demanded suitable clothing, 
and it was common for trousers – or breeches – to be worn. Towards the end of the 
19th century, possibly as a concession to femininity, the breeches became shorter 
(knee-length) and were covered by a short skirt which was tucked up while the girls 
were working, but let down when they walked to and from home. The practice of 
wearing breeches gradually died out during the first part of the 20th century, and was 
replaced by a longer skirt, covered with an apron. The girls wore a cotton shirt, often 
a cast-off from an older brother, and sometimes a waistcoat in colder weather. On 
their heads they wore a padded cotton bonnet to keep the coal dust out of their hair; 
again this tended to be replaced by a headscarf or shawl by the latter part of the 19th 
century. The shawl became a trade mark in some collieries, where certain colours or 
patterns such as tartan were worn. The shawl also provided additional protection 
from the weather. Everyone wore clogs – in some areas clogs were still more 
common than shoes well into the 1950s, even on women and children who were not 
working and so did not need the protection of sturdy footwear.  
 
Because the pit girls were considered such a fascinating subject, they feature in 
many articles of the period and are well documented. There were also several 
photographers of the time who took a particular interest in capturing the girls in their 
working attire. Whether the fascination stems from a prurient Victorian attitude 
towards their distinctive and somewhat unfeminine garb, or the notion that physical 
hard work of this nature was degrading to their sex, is unclear. Some who objected to 
the notion of these women suggested that their “rough dress lead to rough morals”. 
However, contemporary records indicate that the women liked their work and did not 
consider themselves in any way demeaned. They took pride in dressing up in the 
evenings, and it is said that many men, including the colliery manager, failed to 
recognise their co-workers when they were attired in all their finery. 

 

John Turner (c.1874-1930)  

John’s age from the censuses suggests a birth year of around 1874. He wasn’t 
baptised until 1876 however. The baptism register is extremely feint to read but the 
baptism occurred at St. Thomas’ church Eccleston on the 4th June 1876. 
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St. Thomas Ecclestone 

 

Prior to his marriage, John was working as a general labourer. 18 months later when 
the wedding took place, he was working as a glass maker. 

John married Christina Gradley on the 13th December 1892 at Christ Church 
Ecclestone. They were both 19 years old at the time and both gave their residence 
as Devon Street, New Town – John at number 5 and Christina at 36. This isn’t a 
street where either the Turner or Gradley families were living on the 1891 census, so 
they either moved there not long before they married or the couple gave temporary 
addresses. 

 

 

If we look at the residents of Devon Street the previous year when the 1891 census 
was taken, 5 Devon Street was occupied by Jessie taylor a coal miner, his wife Ann 
and their children; there doesn’t appear to be any obvious connection to this address. 
36 Devon Street is the home of 26 year old Henry Kay who is presumably a relative 
of John Turner’s mother (who was Mary Kay) – a cousin perhaps.  
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Christ Church Ecclestone 

 

By the time the 1901 census was taken John and Christina had been married nearly 
9 years and were living at 12 Queen Street, St Helens which was a 4 roomed 
property according to the census.  They must have moved in fairly recently as their 
address at the beginning of 1900 had been 4 Heswall Street. 

As we can see below John is working as a glass blower and they have 4 children – 
Tom, Willie, Caroline and John J: 

 

 

Everyone in the household gave their birthplace as St Helens. 

A decade later, the 1911 census recorded John and Christina at 121 Argyle Street. 
The photograph below shows 121 Argyle Street (the white door). It looks as if these 
terraces may well be Victorian and therefore it is possible that this might actually be 
the house the family were living in. However one would need to confirm the build 
year of the property to be sure. 
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Argyle Street, St Helens 

 

This 1911 census was the first to be published showing the householder’s completed 
schedule. (Earlier censuses show the transcribed book which the census taker 
copied from the original schedule). Therefore what you are looking at is the actual 
handwriting of your ancestor (assuming they could write and they didn’t get someone 
to complete it on their behalf). 

This 1911 census is also sometimes referred to as “the fertility” census as it was the 
first to ask the question about the number of children born, and the number of 
children still living. One can see why this would be useful information for a 
governmental statistician, but can make emotional reading for the ancestors of the 
family concerned. 

In this case, John and Christina state that they have had 6 children, but at the time of 
the 1911 census, only 3 are living.  

Son Tom is no longer at home and he might be one of the three children who has 
died. There is a death in the register for a Tom (not Thomas) Turner aged 9 in Q3 
1902 which fits the profile. 

It’s difficult to confirm the names of the other two children who died. Searching 
through the death register for Prescot registration district between 1901-1911 alone 
has  40 deaths of infants named Turner. 

A search through the birth register finds one more child who would appear to be a 
daughter of John and Christina. Lottie Matilda Turner was born in 1912 and she 
married Norman Painter in 1937. 

Returning to the 1911 census, John specifies that he is making sheet glass. The 
company history of Pilkingtons suggests that they were the only company making 
sheet glass at that time (although I can’t confirm the accuracy of this statement). See 
appendix 1 which provides detail of Pilkingtons history. 

War was declared in July 1914 and 2 months later John took himself off  to the 
recruiting office at St Helens and lied about his age, stating he was 33 when in fact 



Turner Family History 

26 of 50 

we know he would have been about 40. He was recruited into the 12th (service) 
battalion Kings Royal Rifle Corps and his regimental number was 1941. His 
description on elistment was that he was 5 ft 9 inches, 180 lbs and with a 40.5 inch 
chest. 

 He was attested on the 4th September 1914, posted on the 21st September 1914, 
and discharged on the 15th October 1914 as “not likely to become an efficient 
soldier”.  

The Kings Regulations described “not likely to become an efficient soldier as follows: 

 Not likely to become an efficient soldier (with subclauses as below) 
 (a) Recruit rejected both by Medical Officer and Approving Officer 
 (b) Recruit passed by Medical Officer, but rejected by a Recruiting 

Officer stationed away from the headquarters of the recruiting area, or 
by Approving Officer 

 (c) Recruit within three months of enlistment considered unfit for 
service 

 (cc) Recruits with more than three months service considered unfit 
for further military service 

 (d) Recruit who after having undergone a course of physical 
training is recommended by an examining board to be discharged, or 
in the case of a mounted corps is unable to ride 

 (e) Soldier of local battalion abroad considered unlikely to become 
efficient 

 (f) Boy who, on reaching 18 years of age, is considered to be 
physically unfit for the ranks 

 

When their son John married Mary Hughes in 1921 the address was still 121 Argyle 
Street and John was still working as a glass worker, according to his son’s marriage 
certificate. 

The family moved to 86 Oxford Street shortly after and this is where Christina died on 
the 15th May 1924. Cause of death was strangulated umbilical hernia and she was 51 
years old. Her husband John registered the death. 

 

John Turner died on the 14th September 1930 at 95 Oldfield Street St Helens which 
is just a stone’s throw from where they were living in Oxford Street. He was 57 and a 
glass blower in sheet glass works. Cause of death was pulmonary tuberculosis and 
chronic bronchitis (no post mortem). C Atherton registered the death and she was 
listed as his daughter of 18 Exeter Street St Helens. 
John and Christina’s eldest daughter was named Caroline Turner and she married 
Thomas Atherton in 1920 so she’s the one who registered the death. 
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John James Alexander Turner (1900–1958) 

John was born on the 2nd January 1900 at 4 Haswell Street St Helens. He was 
baptised at St Helens church on the 24th January 1900 

 

St Helens church 

 

Church History 

The origin of the church from 1552 made reference to 'St Elyn's chapel' very small 
'consisting only of a 'challis and a lytle bell.' This was a 'chapel of ease' for travellers 
from Prescot to Warrington. 

1816 - The church, located on Church Street at St Helens was enlarged and became 
known as St Marys. The burial ground was opened. 

1858 - The current St Helens Cemetery opened. It was sometimes referred to as the 
Windleshaw Cemetery or now as the St Helens Borough Cemetery. 

1861 - The burial ground at St Marys (formerly St Helens) was closed by an order-in-
council. 

1916 - St Helens Parish Church burned down. The congregation worshipped at the 
Town Hall for ten years. 

1926 - The present parish church was consecrated and the name reverted back to 
St. Helen. 
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A search through WW1 army records doesn’t find any record for John. This was 
checked on the “off chance”, just in case he either lied about his age in order to 
enlist, or he joined just at the very end of the campaign. Not all WW1 records survive 
however, and therefore this is not definite proof that he did not serve. 

John married Mary Elizabeth Hughes on 15th October 1921 at St. Mark’s church St 
Helens. Family anecdotes suggested that John Turner’s parents were unhappy that 
he was marrying a Catholic, and they also felt he was marrying beneath him. 

It seems unusual that they didn’t marry in a Catholic church though and this is 
perhaps where the rift occurred – did John refuse to convert and they agreed to 
marry in John’s Anglican Church? 

The marriage certificate advises that Mary Hughes is the daughter of Alfred Hughes 
a collier, (and her mother was Annie Hughes nee Sweeney). Did perhaps the Turner 
family see the glass industry as more of a semi-professional trade and looked down 
on miners? If that’s the case then the irony is apparent, given the Turner family 
history we’ve uncovered here in this document. 

 

John and Mary had the following children in St Helens: 

 Julia born on the 14th April 1922 and died 28th December 1922 

 James born 17th January 1928 

 Louisa born 2nd December 1934 

 

The children were raised as Catholics and their religion continued to be important to 
them throughout their life, as we’ll see below. 

When Julia was born in April 1922 the family home was 36 Parr Street. At the time of 
Julia’s birth John’s occupation is quite specifically described as “electrician’s labourer 
at plate glassworks maintaining light and power”. 

By the end of 1922 (at the time of Julia’s death) they had moved to 23 Rivington 
Avenue. Sadly this is where 8 month old Julia died on the 28th December of 
bronchopneumonia. 

At the time of James’ birth the family were living at 86 Oxford Street, St Helens. 
John’s occupation was given as electrical motor inspector at Plate Glass Works. This 
was the same when Louisa was born. 

The family advise that John and Mary continued to live at 86 Oxford Street but they 
may have later moved to another house in same street. As an adult their daughter 
Louisa lived at 71 Oxford Street and she later moved too but remained local. 

Mary’s granddaughter (a daughter of James) remembers Oxford Street as a row of 
terraces on a hill and a cobbled street.  

 

John and Mary’s children: 

As we saw above, John and Mary had three children. Julia died as a baby; and 
James is covered in his own section below, as he is part of the direct line we are 
following. This leaves Louisa. 
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Louisa married John Smith in 1961.  

The family story goes that John was protestant and converted to marry Louisa, 
causing a family rift similar to that experienced by Louisa’s parents.  

Louisa and John had two children: 

 Christina 1962 

 John Alfred 1964 

Louisa passed away in 2008 following post-operative complications.  

 

John James Alexander Turner died on the 2nd December 1958 (Louisa’s 24th 
birthday) at 86 Oxford Street of a coronary thrombosis. John was 58 when he died 
and he was a yard foreman at the time. The family recount that this sudden and 
unexpected death occurred just before Louisa’s wedding – which then had to be 
postponed.  

Mary Elizabeth Turner nee Hughes died on the 9th December 1998 aged 97. Until her 
later years she still lived in Oxford street; by herself and fully independent.  She had 
a stroke at 95 after which her health deteriorated. Her sisters – Katie & Madge - lived 
well into their 90’s too . In fact Madge also lived in Oxford Street and moved into one 
of the bungalows at the same time as Mary. (NB. Madge’s birth certificate has been 
obtained in order to confirm the name of her and Mary’s mother – which was 
Sweeney – and we now know that Marjorie or Madge as she was known, was born 
on the 17th September 1908 at 56 Parr Street). 

John and Mary are buried together in St Helens cemetery along with their baby 
daughter Julia. When their daughter Louisa Smith died in 2008 she too was buried 
with them. 

 

John Turner 1928 - 1975 

John was born in St Helens hospital on the 17th January 1928. 

As an adult, John served in the Army in the late 1940s – early 1950s, in the 
Malaysian emergency conflict. He trained as an engineer in the army, and reached 
the rank of lieutenant.  

Army records can be obtained by contacting the MOD, and details have been 
provided to the family, in order for them to pursue if desired. 

John married Helen Jones in Rhyl, North Wales in 1962. 

After their wedding they initially settled in Rainford, Lancashire where their first child 
Lorraine was born on the 16th August 1963. 

As Lorraine’s birth certificate shows, John was working as a works study engineer in 
a Glass Works and this could possibly be Pilkingtons. The family have contacted the 
Archivist at the company to try and establish if there are any relevant records, but at 
the time of writing the results aren’t known. 

The family then located to Bristol and their second child Michael Turner was born in 
1966. 
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He was followed by son John Christopher Turner who was born on the 3rd January 
1970 in Bristol (and to whom this biography is dedicated). 

Finally, daughter Elaine Turner was born exactly one year later on the 3rd January 
1971 in Bristol. 

John’s Catholic faith was very important to him and he was a member of the 
Catenian Association, which is a social organisation for Catholic men in business, the 
professions or public life.  

Members find true friendship, with their Catholic Faith providing the strong common 
bond.  
The local Circles hold monthly meetings, and each Circle has a full social programme 
designed to appeal to all tastes and involve wives and families. Founded in 1908 in 
Manchester through the instigation of the then Bishop of Salford, Bishop Casartelli, 
the Association has more than 10,000 members in over 300 Circles. Although 
founded in this country, there are now Circles in Ireland, Malta, Australia, southern 
Africa and Hong Kong. 

John belonged to the North Wales circle. 

The family later moved from Bristol to Colwyn Bay, Wales and it is here that John 
died on the 10th July 1975. 

After John’s death, Helen moved back to Lancashire with her children. 

She raised the four children alone in St Helens whilst working at the local hospital 
until her retirement when she was 65. She died approximately two years later on the 
20 April 2004. 
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EXTENDED FAMILY 

Although the prime focus of this report is to detail the Turner family, there are some 
other families who have married into the Turner family who should be briefly 
mentioned. 

At the farthest lying reaches of your tree are the Lawson and Roughley families, 
although nothing further is known other than what was already mentioned in the 
Turner section. 

More “recent” additions by marriage were the Kay family and the Gradley family and 
they are outlined briefly below. 

 

Kay family 

We saw in the Turner section that Mary Kay married William Turner on 25th 
December 1872. The marriage certificate confirms her father as Richard Kay, miner, 
and Ellen Kay was a witness. 

Mary’s father Richard Kay was born around 1824 and baptised in St Helens on the 
21st November 1824 to parents William and Mary. 

When the 1841 census was taken Richard was living in Parr with his mother who was 
a widow by this point, and two of his brothers. All three of the boys were colliers. 

 

 

Richard Kay married Mary Hill at St. Mary’s Prescot in 1845 

This marriage certificate could be purchased if required and it would provide Mary 
Hill’s father’s name and occupation, plus Richard’s father’s occupation.  

Richard and Mary had two children by 1851, and when the census was taken they 
were listed as being visitors at the home of John Jackson. 

Richard was 26 and listed as a collier whilst 25 year old Mary is quoted as being a 
washerwoman. They have two children 4 year old William and 2 year old Jane. 
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1851 census St Helens 

 

 

By the following census the family had grown quite significantly and they were living 
at Park Road in Parr. Their eldest son William is already working down the mine 
aged 14: 

1861 census 

 

 

 Name Relation Condition Age Occupation Birthplace 

Richard Kay Head Married 36 Coal miner Windle 

Mary Kay Wife “ 34  Parr 

William Kay Son  14 Coal miner “ 

Jane Kay Dau  12 Scholar “ 

Mary Kay Dau  10 “ “ 

Ellen Kay Dau  8 “ “ 

Edward Kay Son  6 “ “ 

John Kay Son  7mo  “ 

 

Living next door is a Turner family – it is Alice Turner born c1820 who married 
George Johnson. Her father was John Turner a victualler, (so we can assume he 
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was probably born around 1790-1800) so these next door neighbours are not direct 
Turner family but may well be cousins given the connection of neighbourhood, plus 
the victualler trade. 

By 1871 they are living at 19 Park Road and the house is still quite full: 

1871 census 

 

 Name Relation Condition Age Occupation Birthplace 

Richard Kay Head Married 46 Collier Windle 

Mary Kay Wife “ 44  Parr 

William Kay Son Married 24 Collier “ 

Mary Kay Dau Unm 19 Glass smoother “ 

Ellen Kay Dau unm 17 “ “ 

Edward Kay Son  15 Collier “ 

James Kay Son  8 scholar “ 

Margaret Kay Dau  5 “ “ 

Annie Kay Dau  2  “ 

Sarah Foster Dau in 
law 

Married 22 Glass smoother “ 

Mary Kay Grand 
dau 

 2mo  “ 

As shown the men are following the mining trade whilst the woman all seem to have 
a job of a glass smoother. 

By the next census the family are shown living at 30 Warrington New Road. As the 
name suggests this may well have been recently constructed, especially when you 
can see on the census that there is house construction actually going on around the 
family. 
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This column (enlarged below) was used by the census enumerator to indicate 
whether each household was inhabited. If the house was inhabited they would put a 
1 in the first column. If it was unhabited the census enumerator was instructed to put 
either ‘U’ for uninhabited or ‘B’ for building (ie in the process of being built). As you 
can see next to the Kay family is written ‘2B’ to indicate there are actually two houses 
being built there at the time. 

   

There are also another couple of interesting pieces of information on this census. 

On the far right column, mother/wife Mary is noted as “imbecile”: 

 
The exact definitions of terms such as 'lunatic', 'imbecile', 'idiot' and 'feeble-minded' 
are extremely problematic. According to the 1881 Census Report: 
 
No accurate line of demarcation can be drawn between the several conditions 
indicated by these terms. Speaking generally, however, the term idiot is applied in 
popular usage simply to those who suffer from congenital mental deficiency, and the 
term imbecile to persons who have fallen in later life into a state of chronic dementia. 
But it is certain that neither this nor any other definite distinction between the terms 
was rigorously observed in the schedules, and consequently no attempt has been 
made by us to separate imbeciles from idiots. The term lunatic also is used with 
some vagueness, and probably some persons suffering from congenital idiocy, and 
many more suffering from dementia, were returned under this name. 
 
Considering that householders, who could be illiterate, were being asked to give 
information about medical disabilities without any definition of the terms being used 
the answers should be treated with caution. Also they would be unwilling to admit 
that anyone in the family had medical disabilities. 
When ‘feeble-minded’ was substituted for ‘idiot’ in the 1901 census the number of 
persons recorded with mental disability rose markedly, because, apparently the 
former term was considered much less derogatory than the latter. 
Some terms do have a formal definition in the UK although they are no longer used: 
 
Term Idiot  IQ 0 to 25  - Modern term Severe learning disability 
Imbecile  IQ 25 to 50  - Moderate learning disability 
Feeble minded IQ 50 to 70  - Mild learning disability 
 
Those with an IQ of less than 50 usually need care throughout life and are unlikely to 
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be educable in the formal sense 
 

The last pice of interesting information on the census is that you can see that there is 
another coal miner named Dominic Jaffelly living with them. He has originally been 
described as a lodger but this has been crossed out and boarder written instead. 

 

 

These are both common terms which are found in censuses and to us, we might 
assume them to mean one and the same thing, but in “census speak” they were 
distinctly different. 

A lodger had use of a room (or bed) only, whereas a boarder was also provided with 
meals. For this reason you often find the latter to be friends or relatives. 

Richard and Mary do not appear on any further censuses. Mary Kay died in 1888 and 
was buried at St. Peter’s church Parr on 18th October 1888. Richard died two years 
later and was buried at the same church on the 12th March 1890: 
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Gradley family 

The Gradley family are something of a mystery. 

Thomas Gradley, the father of Christina Gradley, claims to be from Fivehead, a 
Somerset village about 8 miles from Taunton. 

However there is no trace of any Gradley families at all in Somerset. Indeed Gradley 
in itself is an unusual name, and as the map below shows there are very few 
households at all with this name, and those that do exist are not in Somerset: 

 

 

The closest surname match was evidence of a family named Gridley, and this family 
hailed from the very same village of Fivehead 
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This initially seemed a possibility as it is easy for names to evolve over time due to 
pronunciation for example. However the downside to that theory is that as you can 
see, there is no son named Thomas in this family. 

And there is no child in the birth index at all named either Thomas Gradley/Gridley or 
any variation. 

So this then posed the question – was Thomas Gradley/Gridley actually John above 
but he’d changed his name (maybe he didn’t like it?) 

In order to prove or disprove that theory we needed to see if we could find a John 
Gridley and a Thomas Gradley both appearing separately on the census. 

Research confirmed that John Gridley stayed in Somerset and followed in his father’s 
footsteps of a stone mason, whilst “your” Thomas Gradley moved to St Helens, so 
they are definitely two different people. 

So at this point: there are no births of anyone in the area that Thomas claims to be 
from with this name. Was he from a different place and not Somerset? 

The consideration here is that stating a small village such as “Fivehead” is quite a 
specific statement to make, so it wouldn’t seem that he’s just chosen a placename 
randomly. But perhaps he was born elsewhere and moved there as a baby? 

A search of the birth registers confirms there is not one single birth in the name of 
either Thomas Gradley or Thomas Gridley anywhere in England & Wales between 
1844-1847. 
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A wider search between 1838 and 1855 only finds the following which seem unlikely: 

There is a Thomas Gridley in Essex in 1848 

There is a Thomas Gridley in Cambride/Essex border in 1852 

There is a Thomas Coldrein Gradley in Stepney, London in 1849 

 

Putting Thomas’ birth and early years aside, he was then traced after his marriage. 
Later censuses state that his wife is called Mary Ann and she is from Norton in 
Somerset, and was born around 1841. 

We have been able to confirm that Mary Ann was actually called Mary Ann Lambson, 
as this name is given on the birth certificate of her daughter Christina. 

However when we search for a marriage of Thomas Gradley to anyone at all (let 
alone someone named Mary Ann Lambson) we yet again draw a complete blank. 

The only marriage at all for a Mary Ann Lambson was in Bristol in 1860 and it was a 
marriage to a Thomas – but Thomas Philllips, not Gradley. 

It’s interesting as we know “your” couple had definitely lived in Bristol; their daughter 
Mary was in fact born there in 1863 according to the census. (although no Mary 
Gradley appears in the birth registers. NB. There was a birth of a Mary Phillips in 
Bristol and the birth certificate was obtained but sadly this proved to be a different 
person) 

This marriage certificate was obtained and it confirmed a marriage on 28th May 1860 
at St. Mary Le Port church, Bristol between Thomas Phillips a bachelor whose 
occupation was shopman; and Mary Ann Lambson a tailoress and daughter of Daniel 
Lambson. 

We know from other records that this is definitely “your” Mary Ann Lambson, the 
mother of Christina Gradley. 

Thomas Phillips states his father is named Price Phillips and he is a butcher. 

At the time of the marriage both bride and groom gave their address as Mary Le Port. 

The following year when the census was taken they are living at 6 Barton Street 
Bristol: 

 

Thomas states his middle name is Charles and he is a 33 year old furniture broker 
from Bristol. Mary Ann again states her birthplace as Norton which we know is 
correct. 

Armed with the information above, plus the information from the marriage certificate 
we can find Thomas Phillips as a young man with his father Price Phillips. Here he is 
on the 1841 census living at Leck Lane, Bristol: 
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After Bristol the family moved to Liverpool where daughter Elizabeth Jane was born. 
At some point between 1861 and the move to Liverpool, the family changed the 
name from Phillips to Gradley. 

It was considered that Thomas Phillips may have died and Mary remarried someone 
named Thomas Gradley but this was initially discounted – there is no trace of a 
marriage, and also we come back to the point previously discussed - there is no birth 
record of anyone named Thomas Gradley. 

Unfortunately we don’t know what prompted the change of name. The Bristol 
newspapers have been searched and there is no mention (as far as we can see) of 
anything notorious. 

 

Their daughter Elizabeth was born on the 19th December 1868 and baptised at St 
Peter’s Liverpool on the 18th January 1869: 

 

 

NB The actual birth index records Elizabeth Jane’s surname as Gardley. 

You can note from the birth register that the parents names have been written as 
Thomas and Sarah Jane (not Mary Ann). Was this simply an error on the part of the 
record taker or a deliberate attempt to conceal the truth? We can’t know the answer 
to this but given the possible name changes we’ve discussed above, it’s possible. 
Alternaitvely it’s possible of course that this is just a mistake.   
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St. Peter’s church in Liverpool was extremely busy; in fact it is sometimes suggested 
that ceremonies performed there were somewhat like a production line, so it’s 
possible that errors occurred. That day, Elizabeth Jane was one of nineteen babies 
who were baptised there. 

 

And by the time the 1871 census was taken the family have moved to Windle, St 
Helens and are living at 41 Waterloo Street. 

 

 

 

 

Although Mary Ann states she is married and a wife, there is no sign of Thomas at 
home. He is found in lodgings in Bristol: 

 

 

He states he is a widower as the original census page shows: 
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By 1881 your ancestor Christina has been born and they have also had another 
daughter named Lottie. Again this census throws up anomalies – this time Thomas 
and Mary Ann state they were born in Scotland; Mary’s birthplace has changed from 
Bristol to Bath; and Elizabeth is now stated as being born in St Helens rather than 
Liverpool. 

1881 census 

 

Christina’s birth certificate advises that she was born on the 6th May 1873 at 71 Lowe 
Street St Helens. Her parents are named as Thomas Gradley, brick layer, and Mary 
Ann Gradley formerly Lambson. 

 

In 1891 the family seem to provide consistent information at last (although Mary’s 
age is inaccurate). 

 

On the last two censuses, Thomas Gradley has claimed to be a few years younger 
than his wife Mary Ann. 

If we recall the earlier censuses though, Thomas Phillips was 12 years older than 
Mary Ann. Thomas Phillips was a shopman whilst Thomas Gradley was a brick layer. 
Thomas Phillips stated he was from Bristol whilst Thomas Gradley stated he was 
from Fivehead in Somerset. 

It is hard to be totally sure but the records would point to the possibility that Mary Ann 
left her husband Thomas Phillips in Bristol and eloped to Liverpool with a man 
claiming to be named Thomas Gradley (although we know this must be an alias). 
Thomas Phillips stated he was a widower in 1871 although this wasn’t strictly true but 
presumably he wanted to “save face”. May Ann may or may not have married 
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Thomas “Gradley” but there is no marriage between a Thomas Gradley and Mary 
Ann Phillips OR Mary Ann Lambson – so if she did marry him he may have married 
under his true name, although it’s likely that any marriage would have been 
bigamous anyway. 

 

Returning to Mary Ann on the 1891 census, the youngest Lottie doesn’t appear and a 
search of the death register confirms that Lottie Matilda Gradley died in 1883 aged 4. 

Other deaths also show up in the register and it appears that there was an earlier 
daughter of the same name who was born and died in 1877; and also another 
daughter named Ada Matilda Gradley who was born and died in 1874. 

 

 

 

Also living at the house are James Leather who is a widower with his two children. In 
fact this is Thomas and Mary Ann’s son-in-law and Lottie and Lizzie Leather are their 
grandchildren. 

James Leather married the eldest daughter Mary in 1884 but she sadly died in 1889 
aged 26. 

What is interesting is that when Mary married James Leather she openly referred to 
herself as Mary Ann Phillips Gradley, which suggests she may have know that she 
possibly had a different father? 

Marriage: 13 Apr 1884 Christ Church, Eccleston, Lancashire, England 
James Leather - 21 Artisan Bachelor of Eccleston  
Mary Ann Phillips Gradley - (X), 22 Spinster of Eccleston  
Groom's Father: Thomas Leather, Tailor 
Bride's Father: Thomas Gradley, Bricklayer 
Witness: Thomas Gradley; Alice Guy, (X) 
Married by Banns by: Alfred Bedson 
Register: Marriages 1879 - 1887, Page 159, Entry 317 
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The following year daughter Christina Gradley married John Turner as we saw earlier 
in the Turner section. 

And so by 1901 Thomas and Mary Ann are living in St Helens at 64 Argyle Street, a 
street name which cropped up earlier in your family story. 

Although all their children may have left home, they are being kept “company” by two 
of their grandchildren who are either living or just visiting them 

 

They are still in the same house the following decade, and Tom still states he is 
working as a bricklayer, now in his mid sixties. Grandaughter Lottie Leather is still 
living with them and is still single and working as a domestic. The census claims that 
Tom and Mary Ann have been married for 47 years and that they have had a total of 
9 children but only two are currently living – presumably Christina and Elizabeth 
(Elizabeth incidentally married Peter Proudfoot in 1888). 

Mary Ann died in 1913. Thomas ends as he started – no death record for Thomas 
can be found. 

 

Lambson family 

Daniel Lambson, the father of Mary Ann, was a tailor and as we saw earlier he 
passed his skills onto his daughter and she was able to support her own family as a 
tailoress. 

Daniel married at All Saints church in 1840 and we are able to discover that his father 
was named William Lambson and he was also a tailor; so we can see the family 
trade being handed down through the generations. 

County Somerset 

Place Norton Fitzwarren 

Church All Saints 

RegisterNumber 16 

MarriageDate 09 Mar 1840 

GroomForename Daniel 

GroomSurname LAMBSON 

GroomAge 
 

GroomParish 
 

GroomCondition Bachelor 

GroomOccupation Tailor 

GroomAbode Norton Fitzwarren 

BrideForename Mary 
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BrideSurname DUDDRIDGE 

BrideAge 
 

BrideParish 
 

BrideCondition Spinster 

BrideOccupation 
 

BrideAbode Norton Fitzwarren 

GroomFatherForename William 

GroomFatherSurname LAMBSON 

GroomFatherOccupation Tailor 

BrideFatherForename George 

BrideFatherSurname DUDDERIDGE 

BrideFatherOccupation Laborer 

WitnessOneForename Aaron 

WitnessOneSurname JONES 

WitnessTwoForename Harriett 

WitnessTwoSurname LAMBSON 

Notes She signs X 

 

All SaintsChurch, Norton Fitzwarren 
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Daniel was born around 1818 in the Taunton area, possibly Bishops Lydeard. 
Although no baptism is found for Daniel in the Bishops Lydeard parish church, there 
were other children baptised there to William and Ann Lambson, and William is a 
tailor suggesting this might be the same family. 

When the first census was taken in 1841, Daniel is living in Norton Fitzwarren, which 
is a village in Somerset about 3 miles from Taunton. 

 

 

As we can see, Daniel and his bride Mary now have a 1 year old daughter – your 
ancestor Mary Ann Lambson. 

A search around the village on this 1841 census doesn’t show any sign that Daniel’s 
parents are still alive, but Mary’s father George Dudderidge is still alive and living in 
Norton Fitzwarren too: 

 

 

Daniel’s wife died in 1848 and later that year Daniel remarried Caroline Davis. By the 
time the 1851 census was taken we find the family living in Taunton and we can see 
that Daniel and Mary had several children before she died: 
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By 1861 Daniel had moved to Bristol and was living there with Caroline and the two 
youngest children: 
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This is the last we see of Daniel. 

There is a Daniel Lambson in the death registers in the Clifton registration district in 
1862 and a Caroline Lambson in 1864. Unfortunately ages weren’t quoted in the 
death registers until 1868 so it’s hard to be sure if these are definitely the same 
people or not. 

 

This brings the story of the Lambson family to a close. 
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APPENDIX 1 – HISTORY OF PILKINGTONS 1826-1950 

It was renamed Greenall & Pilkington in 1829 and, after the withdrawal of Peter 
Greenall, the firm was retitled Pilkington Brothers in 1849.  

At this time, the window glass industry was almost exclusively concerned with 
producing crown glass. This type of manufacture was gradually superseded in the 
late 1830s and early 1840s by the introduction of sheet glass made by the blown 
cylinder process.  

The introduction of the cylinder process for sheet glass was a development of great 
significance. The repeal of the glass excise duty in 1845, by removing the financial 
advantages bestowed upon crown glass manufacturers, placed Chances of 
Birmingham, Hartleys of Sunderland, Cooksons of Newcastle and Pilkington, all of 
whom had started to produce sheet glass by the cylinder process, in a stronger 
competitive position than those firms which continued to make only crown glass.  

By 1860 Pilkington and Chances had nine furnaces each, three more than Hartleys, 
and between them these three glassmaking firms were producing 75% of all the 
window glass made in this country. At the same time foreign imports, chiefly of 
Belgian origin, were themselves felt. In the mid-nineteenth century three innovations 
helped to streamline the sheet glass industry. They were the Siemens regenerative 
furnace (1863) which was more economical on fuel; the Beivez l3hr cooling oven 
which reduced annealing time from eight hours to thirty minutes (1870); and the 
Siemens tank furnace (1873) which replaced the traditional pot furnace, making glass 
melting a continuous process.  

At the same time as Pilkington introduced tank furnaces for the manufacture of sheet 
glass, both Chances and Pilkington decided to manufacture plate glass.  

Until the late eighteenth century cast plate glass had been made only in France. In 
1773 the British Cast Plate Glass Company was set up by Act of Parliament with a 
capital of £40,000. By 1786 the company's huge works at Ravenhead, near St. 
Helens, was built and the first domestic plate glass cast. Plate glass was an 
expensive process to establish and maintain and there were never many 
establishments in Britain.  

Pilkington chose as its site Cowley Hill on the outskirts of St. Helens and by 1876, 
five years after the decision to manufacture plate glass had been taken, Pilkington 
was producing as much as the Ravenhead factory, then in the hands of the London & 
Manchester Plate Glass Company, and ten years later its production was three times 
as great.  

During the last quarter of the nineteenth century, strong competition continued to be 
experienced from the continental manufactures as their production capacity 
expanded. This competition was made much more severe by the growing self-
sufficiency of the United States market, which had been one of the most important 
export outlets. The growth of industrialisation in the United States, as well as causing 
the collapse of British exports, meant that British manufacturers had to contend with 
much heavier Belgian and French competition at home.  

One British company after another succumbed and by 1903, within 30 years of 
Pilkington's entry into this branch of the flat glass industry, it had become sole British 
producer. Pilkington bought the Ravenhead works in 1901.  
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There were two main reasons for Pilkington's survival. After 1894, the year in which 
Pilkington became a limited company, it was the only plate glass manufacturer which 
also manufactured sheet, rolled, plate and cathedral glass, all of which continued to 
yield profits which balanced the difficulties in the plate market. However, Pilkington 
had also been able to achieve comparatively low manufacturing costs in plate glass, 
resulting from numerous innovations and improvements in manufacture since the 
introduction of the process.  

Depots or agencies were established in many overseas markets. Of these, Canada 
became the most important, with a network of depots across the country from 1892. 
Agencies were established in Australia, South Africa, New Zealand, Spain, Italy, 
Germany, France, Holland, Egypt and South America.  

At the Sheet Works, the mechanical-drawn cylinder process superseded the hand 
process. This idea originated in the United States in the 1890s but took ten years to 
develop into a commercial proposition.  

Although there was no question of the mechanical process driving the hand blown 
process off the market immediately, because the quality of the former was poor, a 
considerable increase in output made it attractive. The cylinder drawn process, 
however, was to become less and less competitive with the American Colburn and 
Belgian Fourcault patented processes for producing sheet glass by drawing a 
continuous ribbon of flat glass. Although Pilkington had considered the Fourcault 
process as early as 1903 and had obtained an option on it for this country, it had 
been rejected in favour of the cylinder drawn method.  

Development work on the Fourcault process, however, gradually eliminated many of 
the technical objections which had led Pilkington to its decision, so that it slowly 
overtook cylinder-drawn in terms of cost as well as output. At the end of the 1920s 
when Pilkington was considering abandoning sheet glass, the successful 
development of a third continuous flat drawn process completely changed the 
position. This was the PPG process which Pilkington adopted in 1931.  

A subsidiary manufacturing company, which had been set up at Thorold in Canada 
just before the First World War to operate the Canadian patent rights of the cylinder 
drawn process, had to be closed down again in 1924 due to uneconomic operation in 
the face of competition from flat drawn sheet.  

In the manufacture of plate glass Pilkington achieved outstanding success in the 
interwar years. At the end of the First World War, the plate process was basically the 
same as that introduced at Ravenhead in 1883. However, early in the 1920s 
Pilkington co-operated with the Ford Motor Company of America in developing the 
continuous flow process, and at the same time itself developing a method of 
continuous grinding and polishing.  

By 1935 the company had developed the 'twin' machine which ground both sides of 
the ribbon of glass simultaneously. These developments gave Pilkington an 
international advantage in plate manufacture which they shared, however, by 
licensing the continuous and the 'twin' grinders to overseas manufacturers.  

The demand for plate glass was greatly increased by the rise of the mass production 
motor industry. The need for the specialist production of safety glass led to the 
formation in 1923 of the Triplex Safety Glass Company to operate in Britain certain 
French patents for laminated glass.  
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In 1929 Pilkington and Triplex formed a joint company to build a works at Eccleston, 
St. Helens, which initially produced laminated glass. In the 1930s they entered into a 
series of agreements for the manufacture and sale in Britain of the newly developed 
toughened glass. Pilkington gradually increased its shareholding in Triplex until by 
1965 it was the majority shareholder.  

By 1945 Pilkington had acquired a 50 per cent shareholding in Chance Brothers, and 
by 1951 Chance became a wholly owned subsidiary. The two companies had for 
some time co-operated in the field of rolled glass, which was now Chance's sole flat 
glass product.  

Chance had been making glass fibres at Firhill, Glasgow, since the late 1920s and 
Pilkington acquired an interest in 1938. In 1944 Glass Fibre Limited was reorganised 
as Fibreglass Limited, and a new works was erected at Ravenhead, St. Helens, for 
the production of insulation materials. Early development in the manufacture of glass 
fibre reinforcements was carried out at Firhill and at Birkenhead.  

Chance had been involved in the manufacture of optical glass in Birmingham since 
1848. Prior to the Second World War a 'shadow' optical factory was erected by 
Pilkington at St. Helens in case of war damage to the Birmingham plant. In 1957, the 
optical side of both companies was combined in the new Chance-Pilkington Optical 
Works at St. Asaph, North Wales.  

From the 1930s Pilkington had established overseas operations to manufacture 
sheet glass and safety glass. By the 1950s the company was manufacturing in 
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, New Zealand, and South Africa.  

1950s The invention of float glass and overseas growth 

The 1950s were, however, of most significance to Pilkington because of the invention 
of the float glass process. In 1952 Alastair Pilkington conceived the idea of forming a 
ribbon of glass by floating the melted raw materials at high temperature over a bath 
of molten tin. It took seven years and more than £7 million (£80 million in today's 
money) to develop the process. Pilkington set out to replace the twin grinding and 
polishing process for making plate glass. In the event, the float glass process 
superseded not only that process, but also the sheet glass process for making 
ordinary windows. It was to become the universal process for the manufacture of 
high quality flat glass.  

 

The above information is reproduced from website www.pilkington.com 

 

http://www.pilkington.com/

